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This late work in the short life of a genius capitalizes
expansively on the liesurely form known to 18th cen
tury society as the divertimento. Numerous master
pieces by Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven (ref. NY
Philomusica Records catalogue) preceded it, all ex
emplars of the elegant form and none more free of
anxiety than the Octet. Its melodic splendor and sen
suous intimacy are the perfect vehicle for the poetic
utterances of the winds, led by Joseph Rabbai, a
founding member of the ensemble who rejoins it after
23 years as principal clarinetist of the Metropolitan
Opera Orchestra, partnered by frequent guest Minne
sota Orchestra Principal Bassoonist, John Miller and,
in his final performance with the ensemble, Founder
and Artistic Director, A. Robert Johnson, horn. These
three are gracefully and fully matched by the quintet
of strings led by Katharina Grossmann. Dennis Roo
ney's review in The Strad captures the sense of it all
(see quote).

Program content is from the concerts. Known
for exceptional musicianship and superb
engineering/production values,
the label, introduced in 2002, has been
around since 1971 under other names.

About the New York Philomusica...

Founded in 1971 by Artistic Director,
A. Robert Johnson, NY Philomusica
has presented its listeners with
programs linking both familiar and
lesser-known masterpieces of the
past with intriguing works of recent
vintage. The ensemble is praised
consistently for its innate musicality
and distinctive programming.

Released: October, 2007
Recorded: December 14, 2006
Promotion: Major media
exposure and radio exposure
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Target Markets:

Joseph Rabbai, clarinet
John Miller, bassoon
A. Robert Johnson, horn
Katharina Grossmann, violin,
Edela Peña, violin
Junah Chung, viola
Gerald Appleman, 'cello
Gail Kruvand, contrabass

Major metro markets,
culturally-oriented cities and
college towns.

Track List:
F. Schubert
Octet in F, Op. 166 (D.803)

Sales Points

1. Adagio - Allegro (11:03)
2. Adagio (12:02)
3. Allegro vivace (6:20)
4. Andante con variazioni (12:08)
5. Menuetto; Allegretto (5:56)
6. Andante molto - Allegro (10:15)

* Captures the liesurely aura of the
capital form perfected by Schubert's
predecessors, Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven.
* A record that captures the
live-concert experience at its best.

Total Playing Time: 59:07

* Three poetic wind players joined by
five consummate strings make each
moment of the long work one to savor.
* The Strad critic Dennis Rooney wrote: "The genial mood and tonal suaveness of
the ensemble made every note of the long work a pleasure to hear."
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